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Organizing committee: Lubomir Kovi¢, Andrej Mock, Peter Lupticik, Igor Hu-
dec, Marcel Uhrin, Vladimir Papd¢, Zuzana Visnovskd, Peter Hlavd¢

Scientific committee: David C. Culver (USA), Louis Deharveng (France), William
E Humphreys (Australia), William R. Jeffery (USA), Remko Leijs (Australia), Oana
T. Moldovan (Romania), Tone Novak (Slovenia), Pedro Oromi (Spain), Martin Plath
(Germany), Valerio Sbordoni (Italy), Boris Sket (Slovenia), Eleonora Trajano (Brazil).

The Conference was held at the university campus in Kosice City centre under the
auspices of the International Society for Subterranean Biology. It hosted 116 partici-
pants from 20 countries: Brazil (16), Slovakia (14), Croatia (11), Slovenia (11), Czech
Republic (10), Germany (8), USA (7), Australia (6), Italy (6), Romania (6), France (4),
Bosnia and Herzegovina (3), Iran (3), Mexico (2), Poland (2), Spain (2), Switzerland
(2), Great Britain (1), Portugal (1) and Serbia (1).

The Society supported altogether 10 young participants with travel grants: Kym
Abrams (Australia), Jana Bedek (Croatia), Livia Cordeiro-Borghezan (Brazil), Teo
Deli¢ (Slovenia), Somayeh Esmaeili (Iran), Marjeta Konec (Slovenia), Ioana Meleg
(Romania), Thais Giovanni Pellegrini (Brazil), Ana Sofia Reboleira (Portugal) and
Erika Taylor (Brazil).
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“Subterranean realm — fragile ecosystems and unique biodiversity: towards new
concepts” was a central topic of the event highlighting the necessity of complex study
of subterranean environments. The scientific program was divided in seven symposia
offered in advance:

e Subterranean Biodiversity

e Adaptation, Development, Physiology and Behaviour

*  Phylogeography, Phylogeny and Evolution

*  Microbiology and Geomicrobiology and Sedimentology

*  Population and Community Ecology of Subterranean Organisms
e Subterranean Ecosystems

*  Conservation of Subterranean Life

In total 70 oral presentations, 67 posters and 1 video document were presented
during four conference days. Young participants were awarded by Scientific Commit-
tee of the Society: Alexander M. Weigand for the best oral presentation and Dajana
Hmura for the best poster. Gregor Aljanci¢ and Magdalena Niparus were awarded for
oral presentation with important message to conservation of subterranean life. The
other details on the conference are provided on the web page www.icsb2012.eu, in-
cluding video records of the oral presentations.

Other events included welcome reception in Guest House Grand and Kosice down-
town visit by walk with guide. During the mid-conference excursion the participants
visited two important show caves of Slovakia — Dobsinskd Ice Cave and Deminovskd
Cave of Liberty. Museum of the Liptov Village in Pribylina displayed the typical folk
architecture. The conference finished with the social dinner at House of Art.

General Assembly of ISSB elected new members of the Council Board and ap-
proved candidature of Mexico for organization of the next conference. It will be held
on August 31-September 5, 2014 in Juriquilla campus of the Universidad Nacional
Auténoma de México in Querétaro state. The main organizer is José G. Palacios-Vargas

(UNAM).

See you in Mexico in 2014!
On behalf of organizing committee of the 21st ICSB conference
Lubo Kovic
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