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“Subterranean realm – fragile ecosystems and unique biodiversity: towards new 
concepts” was a central topic of the event highlighting the necessity of complex study 
of subterranean environments. The scientific program was divided in seven symposia 
offered in advance:

• Subterranean Biodiversity
• Adaptation, Development, Physiology and Behaviour
• Phylogeography, Phylogeny and Evolution
• Microbiology and Geomicrobiology and Sedimentology
• Population and Community Ecology of Subterranean Organisms
• Subterranean Ecosystems
• Conservation of Subterranean Life

In total 70 oral presentations, 67 posters and 1 video document were presented 
during four conference days. Young participants were awarded by Scientific Commit-
tee of the Society: Alexander M. Weigand for the best oral presentation and Dajana 
Hmura for the best poster. Gregor Aljančič and Magdalena Năpăruş were awarded for 
oral presentation with important message to conservation of subterranean life. The 
other details on the conference are provided on the web page www.icsb2012.eu, in-
cluding video records of the oral presentations.

Other events included welcome reception in Guest House Grand and Košice down-
town visit by walk with guide. During the mid-conference excursion the participants 
visited two important show caves of Slovakia – Dobšinská Ice Cave and Demänovská 
Cave of Liberty. Museum of the Liptov Village in Pribylina displayed the typical folk 
architecture. The conference finished with the social dinner at House of Art.

General Assembly of ISSB elected new members of the Council Board and ap-
proved candidature of Mexico for organization of the next conference. It will be held 
on August 31–September 5, 2014 in Juriquilla campus of the Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México in Querétaro state. The main organizer is José G. Palacios-Vargas 
(UNAM).

See you in Mexico in 2014!
On behalf of organizing committee of the 21st ICSB conference 
Ľubo Kováč

http://www.icsb2012.eu

